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Field visits

Planning a field visit

Fieldwork can encourage people to think more carefully about the environment they are visiting, the community and
biodiversity it supports and their own impact upon it. It should be fun and leave lasting impressions on those
participating.
The following check points should help you in planning and delivering successful fieldwork experiences and are also
useful tips for general visits.

Permission
Obtain permission from the land owner or manager before entering a site. (Some contact details below)

Undertake a pre-trip site visit
Check out access, toilet locations, parking, potential costs.
Is there adequate parking?
Activity planning – what activities will you undertake, where can you do these and what equipment will they require?

Risk assessment and safety
Check school/ group policy on risk assessments.
Complete a risk assessment and share this with other leaders.
Seek guidance from site managers.
Obtain relevant permission from participants.
Plan your emergency procedure.

Plan group numbers
Can the site accommodate you all?
Confirm the numbers of adults or leaders will you need.
Do any group members have special requirements for supervision?

Recording and monitoring
Find a way to record and monitor your experiences whilst on a visit
Can you take photos?
Involve everyone in feedback during and after the visit

The Greensand Trust
Education team
The White House
Leighton Buzzard
Beds
LU7 IHD
01525 378101

The Wildlife Trust
(Bedfordshire Environmental
Education service)
Randalls Farm
Broadmead Rd
Stewartby, Beds
MK3 9NE
01234 768542

Bedfordshire Rural
Communities Charity
The Smithy
The Village
Old Warden
Bedfordshire
SG18 9HQ
01767 626451

RSPB
Education Manager
The Lodge
Sandy
Bedfordshire
SG19 2DL
01767 693271
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Risk Assessment

Risk Assessment data
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