
Extra information…. 
Moving the sand – how things have changed 

   
Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Leighton Linslade 
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• Illustrates changes in methods of transport of sand over time 
• Introduces the concept of a timeline 

 
• A trip on the Leighton Buzzard Railway (see contact information) 
• A visit to the  Canal Museum at Stoke Bruerne on the Grand Union Canal, near 

Northampton 
• Visit the Grand Union Canal at Leighton Buzzard 
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• Further research into local historical changes 
• Create and design alternative vehicles for the transport of sand – consider 

loading practicalities, speed and capacity 
• Creative activities to imagine and describe life on a working narrow boat or as 

a Dobber 
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• Model digger and sand lorry 
• Pictures of Dobbers and horses 
• Sand box 
• Safety clothing 

 

  HISTORY 
• Placing people and events in a chronological framework 
• Organising historical information 
• Local history studies 
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 QUARRIES – Moving the sand – how things have changed 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Leighton Buzzard  
Railway used to carry sand 
along narrow gauge tracks. 

It now carries people 
between Pages Park and 

Stonehenge works  
 

Working narrow boats were used to transport sand 
until the 1950’s 
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When sand is dug from the ground it has to be processed and transported to wherever it is needed. The way 
it is dug and then moved has changed a lot over the years. 

Use the clues below to complete the crossword and learn more……… also use the illustrations and facts 
on the page to help. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clues 
 

1. An animal with 4 legs and the 
trailer it pulls (5, 3, 4) 

2. Long and thin, on a canal (10) 
3. Locomotives pulled wagons full of 

sand along these (6) 
4. A big vehicle that travels on roads 

carrying sand (5) 
5. Local name for a man who used to 

shovel sand (6) 

5 
 Quarrying has changed throughout history. 
Many years ago, until the 1960’s, men known 
as Dobbers used to shovel sand by hand into 
carts pulled by horses. Now fewer people 
work in the sand quarries and more 
machinery is used.  

Horses a
1920’s. 
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